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One charming corner of Brittany has a peculiarly long and
deep connection with its neighbours across the channel
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Dinard isa
paeudo-British
enclave on the
French northern
coast, Including
the hiateric
Castelbrac hotel
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Bucaille, an energy entrepreneur, is
chairman of Emeraude Inteynational.
He lives in Paris but likes to visit
Dinard as often as passible, sinee he
spent much of his childhood on this
coast. His grandiather was & founding
member of Dinard Yacht Clob in 1928
and one of the original sharcholders
in the golf dub, His grandfather
vperated the boats ferrying
passengers between Saint-Malo and
Dinard, and, together with Yann's
father, founded Emenu

o Ferries,
which took passengers and vehicles
between Saint-Malo and Jorsey,

Continning this nautical tradition,
Bucaille i an experienced sailor,
having competed in ocean races, and
his foundation owns the catamaran

antaged

people on crufses, 30 at a time,

AND WHY NOT...

Bucaille told me about this project
over dinnet in the hotel's ‘Pounguoi
Pas’ restaurant, wi

h speci in
seafood with some intrigaing twists,
such s ‘the pig from Brittany and

blue lobster cocked ¢
head to fi

wines, but ghven

1 names seq

menus after Lord Hamilton and

Lyona Faber, perhaps it should stock
some English wines as well
I keeping with Bucaille’s other
business, Castelbrac is commisted to
having a low carbon footprint. It has

its own electric-powered Tesla for
taking guests around the aren (to
from the aicport, to Saint-Malo, to
the station at Rennes),

CHANNEL HOPPER
Before the 19th century, Saint-Malo
was home to copss

nd privateers

who raided English shipping in the
Channel. It was also the port from
which many French Huguenots had
embarked for Canada. After D-Day In
1944 it was hombed a
smithereens by ¢
British, who mistakealy &
was bristling with (
and from 1948 to 1960 it was 1
to the same specifications as before,
with multi-storey courtyard houses,
as in central Paris, that muke
excellent apartments, Teday its
population swells from fewer than
50,000 in the winter 1o more than
200,004 in the summer.

We had a delicions late lanch on an
outdoor table at the all-day brasserie
Le Lion d'Or, known for its handsome
whlters, where a hand plays acoessible
rock 0" roll in the evenings. A cauple
sitting at an adiscent table, two
British lawvers who live in Jersey,
had popped over on the ferry that

¢ Alner

morning. Just apposite, a staircase
led up to the city wall and we walked
along the wall back to the gate whepe
we had entered the city, guxing down
at all those rebuilt apartment blocks,
The joy of visiting Dinard is in the
geatle-paced atmosphere of the town,
although there is a definite buzz an
Tucsdays, Thursdays and Saturdays
when the closed market is sugmented
by an open-air market, On Suturdays
in particular, the dentoens, including
weekenders from Paris, sit outside
and goasip loodly over drinks and
coffee, By way of contrast, the action
in Saint-Malo is an all-day and
late-night affsir, whereas Dinard is
quiet after dark. This proximate
combination is irresistible. @
Web castelbrac.com




